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Why do we teach Islamic studies?  
To meet the educational needs of Muslim students and develop a sound and proper knowledge of the Islamic Faith. Islamic Studies is essential in developing religious and cultural understanding. The teaching of Islamic Studies is also compulsory for Qatari pupils and should be offered to other Muslim nationalities, as directed by the Ministry of Education (MOE) 


Our aims and objectives:
· ‎Develop the religious scruples. ‎
· ‎Learn the Basics of Islam. ‎
· ‎Enable leaners to perform Islamic rituals. ‎
· ‎Learn the Islamic values and morals. ‎
· ‎Develop the ability of sound thinking. ‎
· ‎Help learners to consider Islam as basic criteria for their life affairs.‎
· ‎Develop the awareness of the social activates and the Importance of participating in them. ‎
· ‎Establish the comprehensive Islamic Culture for learners. ‎
· ‎Enlighten pupils with the status of education and Knowledge in Islam.‎
· Develop the pupil’s awareness of the challenges facing The Islamic world.‎
· ‎Develop the interest of learners in the Arabic language. ‎
· ‎Learn about the status of woman in Islam and her Equal rights compared to men. ‎

How we teach and our children learn? 

We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in Islamic lessons. Our principal aim is to develop the children's skills and make them interactive with what they learned. 
We encourage pupils to work in groups and individually depending on their target skills.  We focus on practical activities to teach pupils to apply what they learned.  We use a variety of strategies to support our pupils’ learning needs. 

Time Allocation

In the Prep school, we have Islamic Studies in Arabic (2X60 minute lessons)- Two lessons of 120 minutes a week. For Muslim English Speakers, - (1x45minute lessons). These Two lessons are timetabled simultaneously, as well as World Studies for the non-Islamic pupils. In addition, there is an optional after-school club once a week of a further 60 minutes.


Islamic Studies Curriculum Planning

We use the Qatari Ministry of Education (MOE) curriculum for Arabic speakers. In addition, we support the curriculum with our own resources. We designed the program for non-Arabic speakers ourselves from many resources such as books, websites CD’s and Islamic learning software while basing the units on the same MOE curriculum.   

A yearly overview is supported by plans for each unit, which contain the yearly plan, weekly lesson plans and learning objectives, which are adapted and developed as required to meet the needs of each class.

The Foundation Stage

Muslim pupils in the Reception classes also receive one 30-minute lesson a week, but it is not divided into Arabic-speaking and English-speaking; the lesson is delivered in English for all. 

Pre School also receive a single 30 minute lesson, delivered in English. 

Contribution of Islamic Studies to teaching in other curriculum areas

· Arabic language: reading and writing. 
· Humanities and history: to help students to know more about history of Islam. 
· Art: drawing of some artworks related to Islamic topics. 
· ICT: supporting ICT skills in various activities. ICT has become a fundamental feature of our learning styles. The use of Zoom, Microsoft Teams and ClassDojo allows for pupils to develop their progress effectively from home. 

Islamic Studies and ICT
· Research skills; use of search engines
· Downloading images/music/ poetry/ novels/ songs/ articles/ samples
· Typing in Arabic
· Create videos, media clips, power point presentations, slide shows
·  Using iPad, video cameras and similar devices


Inclusion (including Gifted and Talented) within Islamic Studies  

We teach to Muslim students (Arabic speaker and non-Arab speakers), whatever their ability or individual needs. For that, we use a variety of activities to support each pupil’s learning needs. We focus on differentiation in order to support many levels in the same class. 

We have some activities to support talented pupils such as to encourage them to participate in some internal activity or outside activity such as Quran competitions and designing some artwork in Islamic events such as Eid Eldha, Haj and Month of charity in Ramadan. 

Assessment, Record Keeping and Target Setting

Before starting classes, pupils are pre-assessed by the relevant classroom teacher using a standardised test in order to point the levels and groups of class. This covers Islamic assessment focus in Reading and memorizing Quran, understanding Islamic manners and applying it. 

Mid terms tests assess the progress of pupils throughout the first 6 weeks of each term. The assessment allows for teachers to highlight weaknesses and areas for improvement in order to develop an effective and pupil-targeted teaching plan. End of term assessments highlight the overall progress of the pupil throughout the year. 

All assessments follow the Ministry guidelines presented to the school for the selected year.


Resources

We have a variety of resources supporting our learning process. The MoE curriculum is our main resource for Arabic speakers. We also have electronic resources for learning such as websites and Islamic books in Arabic and English.  We have set up a prayer room in order to support learning activities such as praying and to provide the facility for all Muslim staff, parents and pupils. 

Our resources in Prep include teaching aids, educational games and toys, interactive white boards and videos. Each teacher has their own resource to use in his/her teaching process. 

These resources are kept in the Arabic and Islamic Studies rooms.  

Health and Safety

Health and safety in the Arabic and Islamic department is about taking a sensible and proportionate approach to ensure that the class provides a healthy and safe place for all who use them especially pupils and teachers. 
For that each teacher has responsibility to ensure he/she has a comfortable healthy and safe environment for teaching. 

We encourage pupils to take care about their safety during class activity including entering and leaving the class and using tools during lessons. 

Extra-curricular Activities

The school provides a range of Islamic enrichment clubs. We have a variety of activities to support the curriculum such as reading, drawing, Tajweed, plays and shows. 
The department arranges some activities, such as assemblies and some Islamic events such as Eid Eldha. In addition, there is the annual Quran Competition and Ramadan Suitcase. 


Monitoring and Review

[bookmark: _GoBack]The co-ordination and planning of the Islamic curriculum are the responsibility of the subject leader, and the Head of Department who also provides a strategic lead and direction for this subject and produces an annual development plan for the subject in which she evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in Islamic and indicates areas for further improvement.
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