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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]This policy is designed to help ensure that the school complies with the Ministry of Education’s expectations that all teaching materials, including text books, do not include words, terms, pictures, drawings and implications that might be deemed to violate Qatari heritage, history, culture, identify, traditions, customs or Islam. This policy should be read alongside the Guide for Approving Core & Supplementary Learning Resources in Private Schools and Kindergartens which has been published by Ministry of Education and Higher Education’s (MoE) Private Schools Affairs Department. 
The purpose of this policy is to:
· Ensure British Curriculum resources are suitable and appropriate within the cultural and religious context of Qatar;
· [bookmark: _Hlk33309272]Assist staff to maintain compliance with MOE expectations;
· Provide clear guidelines for determining what is appropriate at Sherborne Qatar Junior/ Prep School for all materials, including books, online materials, and teaching materials not purchased through the school;
· Set out processes for checking materials and meeting MOE expectations;
· Help enable staff to feel confident about making judgments about learning materials and their suitability.

The MoE’s defined scope of learning resources is:
· Core and supplementary learning resources
· Written texts
· Illustrations, images, charts and maps
· Encyclopaedias and other references
The Ministry’s Key Conditions for Core and Supplementary Learning resources are:
· All educational resources shall comply with the religious values and the political, social and cultural principles in Qatar;
· Resources shall be free from any topics which may cause disputes among people;
· Erase all that is inconsistent with the teachings of Islam and Qatari customs and traditions.
The MoE also expects that schools, ‘Maintain an up to date curriculum that is in line with best international practices and one that incorporates the latest technology, all part of the 2030 vision.’ (MoE Guide for Approving Core & Supplementary Learning Resources in Private Schools)

Procedures for Validating School Resources
The school is required to form a Learning Resources Committee whose minimum membership should be:
· An Arabic teacher
· An Islamic Studies teacher
· A teacher of other subjects
The school considers that the committee should also include:
· The Assistant Principal (MoE liaison)
· The Headteacher
· Deputy Heads
· Head of Arabic
· The Librarian
· Any other members of staff whom the Headteacher wishes to include
The duties of the Learning Resources Committee are:
· To check and validate all core and supplementary learning resources and ensure that they are free of any content which violates Islamic values and Qatari traditions;
· Submit an annual report to the Private Schools Department about the learning resources;
· Submit to the Private Schools Department a list of all learning resources the school wishes to use; 
All resources in use at Sept 2024 are considered to have been approved by the MoE.
· Evaluate proposed new resources by consulting the database which has been developed and is updated by the Private Schools Department and then submit the proposed new resources to the Private Schools Department, for approval.
Following any Curriculum Review (whole school, phase or departmental) any proposed new resources should be submitted to the Private Schools Department, via the Resources Committee and the Procurement Manager, for MoE approval before resources are ordered for the Autumn Term.  The form for this is shown at Annexe A below.
If, during the preparation of lesson teaching resources, (e.g. Smart Notebook folders or PowerPoint presentations) any teacher has proposed material, the content of which they are not completely sure about, they should refer the material to Assistant Principal, via their line manager. If authorisation to use the material is given then its source should be noted so that it can be sent to the Private Schools department with the next resources update.
The whole Learning Resources Committee should meet at least termly. Subsections of the Committee can meet by arrangement as necessary. For example, The Deputy Head might meet with the relevant Head of Year / Department to discuss proposed new resources before they are submitted to the whole committee and the Private Schools Department.

Key Principles of Learning Resources
The MoE has defined seven areas to consider when evaluating resources:
· Religion
· Prohibitions and Taboos
· Morals
· Reproduction in Science and Biology
· Politics
· Human Rights
· Methodology
Religion
· Islam is the only religious study to be taught
· Resources not issued by the MoE must be approved
· Depiction of prophets and holy figures is not allowed
Prohibitions and Taboos
· It is forbidden to refer to alcoholic beverages and drugs
· Displaying pictures of eating pork, or encouraging its consumption, is prohibited
· Portraying pigs with human characteristics should be avoided
· If the curriculum includes topics which are included in the prohibitions, they must be submitted for approval
· Images must not offend Islamic values and Qatari culture
Morals
· The inclusion of anything which contradicts Islamic values is prohibited e.g. pre-marital sexual relations, homosexuality, anything which goes against the customs and traditions of Qatari society
· It is forbidden to refer to sex related topics at EYFS and Primary levels
Reproduction in Science and Biology
· Use only scientific facts when talking about reproduction
· No media images or videos
· Teach boys / girls separately
Politics
· Focus on issues which enhance citizenship and belonging and which inspire positive models
· Avoid issues which raise conflict
Human Rights
· To be addressed in relation to aspirations and achievements in the State of Qatar
Methodology
· Greek or other myths can be covered in relation to curriculum History topics
· Avoid morally unacceptable mythological drawings.






Annex A
Source Review Model- Schools Evaluating Form 
	The "Source Review Model" should be reviewed by schools before providing educational resources.

	Name of School
	End date:

	List of provided sources 
		1
	Politics 
	3
	Manners & Ethics (Educational values)
	5
	Culture (celebrations)

	2
	Religion 
	4
	Social customs and traditions
	6
	Others




	
	Sources 
	Publishing House
	ISBN
	Age
	Accreditation status
	Approved pages
	Reason
	Recommendations

	1. 
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Provided by the School's Internal Resources Committee (please provide full names of all members of this committee): 
School Principal:
 
Signature:

School Seal:
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