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Rationale 

Children are assessed throughout their time at Sherborne Qatar Prep – in fact we are assessing the children all the time. It starts as soon as they enter EYFS with an observation and baseline being established for each child in their areas of learning. 
For each individual, this is their own journey and their progress is carefully tracked at all stages. Whilst our assessment sometimes involves testing, most of it is done by carefully examining children’s work during and at the end of each lesson. Teachers then use these daily assessments to inform their planning and next steps for children’s learning. 
The school follows the National Curriculum for England (2014) in Years 1 – 6, and the Early Year Foundation Stage curriculum in Pre-School and Reception. This policy explains the way in which assessment reflects the programmes of study. Pupil outcomes are based on age-related expectations. When parents attend the Academic Meetings, teachers explain how each child’s attainment compares to national and year group expectations, how much progress each child is making, and what their next steps are to move their learning forward.

Effective assessment 
• Offers all children an opportunity to show what they know, understand and can do to improve;
• Enables teachers to plan more effectively; 
• Involves children in their own learning; 
• Helps parents to be involved in their children’s progress; 
• Provides the school with information to evaluate individuals’ performances, identify trends and patterns, inform the School Improvement Plan and set suitable targets; 
• Allows the school to compare itself to schools of a similar position. 

Guidelines 
Effective assessment in this school is characterised by meaningful and useful information about the pupils’ achievement and progress transferring with the pupils as they move between year groups and key stages. 
Performance is analysed in terms of cohorts, individual pupils and ‘vulnerable groups’. These are children whose profiles fit the following areas: 
• Girls and Boys;
• Special educational needs; 
• High achievers (from Baseline);
• English as an Additional Language;
Assessment in Sherborne Qatar Prep School is enhanced by: 
• A whole school approach; 
• Informed planning which addresses any gaps; 
• Effective Assessment for Learning techniques; 
• Pupils’ involvement in self- and peer-assessment;
• Specific written and oral feedback; 
• Target-setting; 
• Parents’ involvement;
• Monitoring and evaluation by Heads of Department, Heads of Key Stage and Senior Leaders. 
Assessment in EYFS 
All children in EYFS will be assessed using observations. EYFS staff will ensure this information is used to successfully inform our data and teachers will enter this data and record these observations on iTrack.
We continue to assess the children throughout EYFS; observations are used to measure progress and to inform planning. We also involve children in their own assessment through our marking system; the children are given many opportunities to reflect on their work and to improve it using guidance from the teacher. 

Formative & Summative Assessment in KS1 and KS2 
At Sherborne Qatar Prep, we have adopted the following key principles for assessment: 
· Pupils are central to assessment; every assessment should give all children a chance to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding, and areas for improvement.
· Assessment should encompass a holistic view of the learner.
· Assessment is an ongoing process that is essential to teaching and learning; it should deliver information to support learning progression through effective planning and assist in setting targets for pupils.

· To enhance learning outcomes, assessment should guide students in understanding and recognizing the standards they are striving to achieve.

· Assessment must be grounded in accurate and reliable evaluations of how learners are performing in relation to national standards and expectations.

· Data should equip the school with insights to assess its effectiveness and establish appropriate targets for further improvement.
We use two broad overarching forms of assessment: day-to-day in-school formative assessment and in-school summative assessment using White Rose for Maths and Science, Cambridge testing for English, Cold and Hot Writes as part of Talk for Writing Units and STAR Reader tests.
Effective in-school formative assessment is the day-to-day assessment, which is carried out by teachers and support staff and is key to effective classroom practice. It enables teachers and/or Support Staff to identify how pupils are performing on a continuing basis and to use this information to provide appropriate support or challenge, evaluate teaching and plan future lessons. This information is recorded on iTRACK and teachers are expected to find time bi-weekly to update this. 
A range of day-to-day formative assessment techniques will be used through Assessment For Learning (AFL) and Assessment As Learning (AaL) including, but not limited to:
 • Higher order thinking questions
• Verbal and written feedback of children’s work
• Observations
• Peer marking
• Peer reflection on learning through knowing their targets and monitoring them
• Critical thinking
• Classroom polls
Effective in-school summative assessment enables The Senior Leadership Team to monitor the performance of pupil cohorts, identify where interventions may be required, and work with teachers to ensure pupils are supported to make progress and attain personal learning goals. 
At Sherborne Qatar Prep, pupils in Y1-6 are assessed periodically and progress and attainment data is recorded on the assessment system ‘iTRACK’. 
Teacher Judgements on ‘iTRACK’, are made against Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for both Reading, Writing, Maths and Science, as well as for the Foundation subjects, and relate to National Curriculum Age Related Expectations. Teachers will use on-going assessments to ensure children make continual progress and can quickly identify areas of weakness and put steps in place for children to close the gaps in their learning compared to their peers.

Teachers make summative judgements for Reading, Writing, Science and Maths at the end of Terms 1, 2 and 3. Age-related expectations are used to identify what is expected of every pupil by a specific age or year group. There are regular opportunities provided for teachers to moderate their judgements. 
Annual targets will be set for the core subjects with the aim for each child to make expected or better than expected progress. Each child will have personal targets set for them throughout the year; these are agreed or shared and will be reflected in the marking. 
Heads of Year meet with the relevant Deputy Head on a termly basis to discuss progress in Reading, Writing, Maths and Science through Pupil Progress Meetings (PPMs). Anyone who is making little progress, whatever their ability, is highlighted and measures put into place to try to improve their performance. Foundation subjects have summative judgments on the end of the year report. These are also judged against the 2014 National Curriculum expectations and content.  
Children across the school will still be tested regularly throughout the year. The children will take Reading, Writing, Maths, Science and GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling) tests 3 times a year from Years 1 to 6. Children in EYFS will not be tested, as they are continually assessed through observations which are then recorded on iTrack. 
New children in Key Stage 2 will complete a CEM assessment to show their cognitive capabilities - the CEM assessment is also carried out with Year 1, Year 3 and Year 5 existing pupils. Pupils in Y2 – 6 will also complete STAR Reading tests every 6 weeks starting with a baseline at the start of each academic year. This data will show trends in their Reading Age, ZPD, Scaled Score (SS) and Normed Referenced Standardised Score (NRSS). This data is used to set targets and meet pupils’ individual learning needs. 
Pupils’ attainment in relation to Age Related Expectations is shared with parents through Mid-Year and End of Year reports.
Monitoring 
The Senior Leadership Team will:
• Manage baseline data for pupils new to the school, including inputting data; 
• Organise timetabling and administration of summative tests; 
• Analyse data to ensure that key issues are addressed in the School Development Plan; 
• Support teachers to review assessment strategies; 
• Ensure that data is used effectively in Pupil Progress Meetings and that teachers can effectively analyse cohort data;
• Track pupils at an individual level across the school, including those who are in ‘vulnerable’ groups. 
• Support teachers in identifying patterns in the data and focus groups for additional support or challenge; 
• Support Heads of Department to identify strengths and areas for development; 
• Liaise with the Head of Learning Support to ensure that individual children are supported; 
• Disseminate national information regarding assessment to staff;
• Ensure relevant discussions take place with parents in a timely manner, to support pupils’ learning needs.

Conclusion 

Assessment is an essential part of the teaching and learning process. Good assessment will ensure that there is a precise match of tasks to individual children’s abilities. Accurate assessment, allied to informed planning, will ensure effective continuity and progression in the children’s learning throughout their time at Sherborne Qatar Prep School.
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