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*The below text will be added to the online parent agreement*

Introduction

To permit a child to join or remain at Sherborne School, there is an expectation that parents agree to
the Home School Agreement and ICT Acceptable Usage Agreement via a formal record of acceptance
which is shared at the beginning of each academic year. In the event of any delay with completion, this
agreement becomes automatically binding upon a child’s first day at school to ensure the safety and
wellbeing of the child and all members of the school community.

Outlined below are the key terms and conditions which forms the basis for both agreements. The full
and complete policy can be found on the school website policy section. It is expected that parents will
refer to this section to review, understand and abide by the Home School Agreement and ICT
Acceptable Usage and Mobile Device Policy along with all other school policies and procedures when
joining or being member of the school community.

Home School Agreement

A Home School Agreement provides an overview of your child’s school’s aims, values, policies, and
procedures along with clear statements regarding the responsibility that it holds to pupils, the
responsibility of parents/carers and what is expected of pupils and their own responsibility when part
of a school community. It is a requirement that all parents who wish their child to attend Sherborne
School sign, agree and abide by the Home School Agreement. This agreement formally identifies and
confirms a shared commitment between parents, pupils, and the school to work together in partnership
in support of the child.

At Sherborne School, we recognise each child as an individual and aim to provide all pupils with every
opportunity to realise their full potential. We believe that a close partnership between the school,
parents and the pupil is essential to achieving this aim. We ask parents to ensure that they speak with
their child about the Home School Agreement, and the school will also discuss and make pupils aware
of their role and responsibility while at school.

1. Responsibility of the School
Sherborne School will:

a. provide a safe, nurturing and stimulating learning environment

b. provide a broad and balanced curriculum which engages and challenges your child to fulfil their
individual potential

c. work to ensure the highest standards of behaviour by providing opportunities for pupils to
develop positive relationships, grow in confidence, be self-aware, develop strong morals and a
sense of responsibility

d. provide parents with information about the curriculum and other school programmes

e. keep parents informed of their child’s progress, making them aware of any potential challenge
or concern

f. set appropriate homework and/or assignments

g. celebrate pupil achievement and support pupils through any challenge

h. engage and encourage all members of the school community to respect and model the
Shirburnian School Values in everything that they do

i. engage and encourage all members of the school community to adhere with the School
Expectations, respecting and abiding by the school’s policies and procedures as published on
the school website
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welcome parents when they visit the school and respond to any enquiries or concerns in a
timely manner
keep parents informed about activities and events through the School Parents’ Notices, termly
letters, email correspondence, and via the iSAMS Parent Portal along with other platforms used
by the school.

2. Responsibility of the Parents/Carers

The parent/carer will:

a.

b.
c.

respect and support the school’s aims, values, and expectations, always positively supporting
the school

respect and abide by the school’s policies and procedures as published on the school website
support the school when resolving any concern or breach of school values and expectations.
Understand that the school may request that your child leaves the school due to any significant
behaviour, academic or safeguarding concern

communicate any academic or pastoral concerns directly with their child’s form tutor. The form
tutor must be seen as the first point of contact for all parents

attend any urgent meetings at the earliest opportunity as requested by the school pastoral
and/or school leadership team. Any significant delay with non-attendance and engagement
may result in the child being asked to remain at home until the meeting is concluded

take an active role in their child’s education, growth, and development, understanding that
when a school and parents work together in partnership, a child will have a far better chance
of realising their full potential

actively monitor the School Parent Portal for reports, merits and conducts, speaking with their
child when required to support positive outcomes

actively monitor and support their child’s progress and the completion of homework and/or
assignments via Microsoft TEAMS

ensure that their child arrives to school promptly, well in advance of the stipulated school start
time and are suitably dressed, prepared, and organised for the day ahead

ensure that their child attends school as per the Ministry of Education and Higher Education
expected minimum acceptable attendance rate of 90%. Parents understand that any significant
concern may negatively impact their child’s learning, growth and attainment which may result
in their child not being promoted to the next year group, either remaining in the current year
or being asked to leave school

make every effort to avoid any disruption to their child’s learning by arranging any medical,
dental or other appointment outside of school hours and not arranging any holidays within the
school term

encourage their child to support and engage with the school enrichment programme, attending
a minimum of two activities per week, along with school House programme

. attend parents’ meetings, and other important parent events (whether remotely or in person),

to which they are invited
inform the school of any important matters or change of status which may impact their child
while at school.

3. Responsibility of the Child
The pupil will:

a.

respect and model the Shirburnian School Values and Expectations, being a positive member
of the school community and taking responsibility for their own actions
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b. follow all school rules, expectations, school policies and procedures. Understanding their own
responsibility within a school community, demonstrating a positive approach in their own
attitude to learning and behaviour

c. respect themselves, teachers, peers, and all other members of the school community, doing
whatever is reasonably asked of them

d. adopt a growth mindset, endeavouring to do their best with everything that they do while in
school

e. attend school every day, being organised and arriving punctually well in advance of the official
school start time

f. always wearing the full and correct school uniform with pride as per the school uniform policy

g. respecting and abiding by the school ICT and Mobile Phone Device policy, immediately handing
in the mobile phone device upon arrival to school and only collecting upon departure. In the
event that an unauthorised mobile device is found, they will immediately handover the device
without complaint and respect the school’s response and associated policy and procedure

h. not share any material on social media, both inside or outside of school, which may cause
offence or bring the name of the school to disrepute

i. complete all classwork, homework and/or coursework, meeting all reasonable deadlines

j. take advantage of the school enrichment programme by attending a minimum of two activities
per week

k. take an active role in support of the school’s House programme, along with supporting and
attending other school events or activities

take pride in the school, celebrating their own and that of others’ successes
m. aspire to be a model pupil, representing the school with dignity whenever at events, on trips
or when wearing the school uniform in the wider community.

ICT Acceptable Usage Agreement & Mobile Phone

Sherborne School expects all pupils to use technology safely and responsibly following the guidance
and expectations shared within the ICT Acceptable Usage and Mobile Device policy. Parents and pupils
are expected to read the following information carefully, acknowledging that they have understood
and agree with the school’s expectations.

4. All Pupils Will:
a. ensure that their devices are brought to school every day fully charged, along with charger, and
all software is kept up to date

b. immediately deposit their mobile phone device in the safe storage unit in their form tutor
classroom (Year 7 — 11 pupils only). The device may only be collected after the last period of
learning at end of school day or when having to leave school early due to illness, attending
medical appointment or other authorised reason. Sixth Form pupils are permitted to keep their
mobile device, but this can only be used when in the Sixth Form Centre, however, this privilege
may will be removed due to a breach of expectations or significant concern

c. bring suitable headphones as per guidance shared by teachers
keep their usernames and passwords private and confidential

take personal responsibility for any additional hardware or accessories such as but it not limited
to Apple pencils, covers, screen protectors etc

f. treat others with respect and use appropriate language in all electronic comments or
communication with others
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immediately tell a teacher or other responsible adult if they receive or are aware of an
electronic comment or communication that makes them feel uncomfortable, or if they or
others accidentally access inappropriate materials, pictures, video, or websites

respect the work and intellectual property rights of others. They will not intentionally copy,
damage, or delete another pupil’s work

respect the privacy of others, not taking any in-school photographs, videos, or audio recording’s
which are not for educational purposes or application.

5. All Pupils Will Not:

6.

a.

have possession of their mobile phone device throughout the school day (Year 7 — 11 pupils).
This will be left at home or immediately handed in to their form tutor upon arrival to school.
Sixth Form pupils will not use their mobile phone device outside of the Sixth Form Centre

use their iPad, laptop, or headphones without the teacher’s permission

use technology in school or out, to find, create, or send information to spread lies or
misinformation, or harass, harm, cause upset or bully others

use technology to gain unauthorised or inappropriate access to school or pupil resources

use, retrieve, store, or send improper or culturally insensitive language, pictures, or other
inappropriate digital content

use technology or their personal electronic device to cheat or plagiarise. For example, they will
not get or give answers to tests; search for and / or copy answers or information on the internet
or other electronic resources contained on or in any technology resource or device; copy and
submit someone else's information or assignment as their own; or conduct other similar forms
of electronic cheating using Al (Artificial Intelligence)

access inappropriate or blocked resources using personal Wi-Fi accounts, 3G/4G/5G VPNs, or
by any other means during school hours

share or post any personally identifiable information about others or themselves that could
help someone locate or contact others or them. This includes such things as e-mail address, full
name, home or school address, phone number, parent's or guardian's names, and school name.

All Pupils Understand:

a.

that the use of technology resources, including networks, computers or mobile devices, and
the internet is a privilege, which may be denied, revoked, or restricted at any time due to a
concern, misuse or abusive conduct

Sherborne School reserves all rights to control its technology resources and may monitor or
restrict a user's access to technology and associated resources

all online learning spaces and communication and collaboration tools should be treated as a
classroom space, and language and behaviour that is not appropriate in the physical classroom
is not appropriate in online spaces, no matter what time of day those spaces are accessed

assignments in online learning spaces are just like any other assignment in school, and pupils

are expected to demonstrate integrity with relation to cheating, plagiarism, and acceptable use
of technology

personal electronic devices are at an increased risk of being lost, stolen, misplaced, or
damaged, and that Sherborne School will take no responsibility for any loss, damage, or theft
of personal property

pupils will be subject to disciplinary action for using technology in violation of Sherborne School
values, expectations, policies, and procedures.
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7. QATAR CYBERCRIME LAW:

Pupils must not take photos or videos or recordings of other pupils or staff. They must not
contact staffby phone unless given specific permission to do so on a particular occasion, e.g. on
an overnight field trip where phone contact is required. Breaches of these rules are not only a
serious matter under the school’s discipline code, but could also breach legislation such as the
Qatar Cybercrime Law which defines illegal activities amongst which the following:

To violate any social values or principles, or publish news, pictures, audio or video recordings
related to the personal or family life of individuals — even if it is true (penalty: up to a year in
prison and/or a maximum fine of QR100,000).

To libel or slander another person online or by using IT equipment (penalty: up to a year in
prison and/or a maximum fine of QR100,000)
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